
 

 

 

 
 

  

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE “Recollection” — Richard Lloyd Quint Lerch, organ 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: Praise the Lord who is our provider.  

All:  The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God.  

One: God brought us out of bondage and has made us free. 

All:  The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 

One: Glorious are the deeds of our God, and mighty are his acts. 

All:  The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” (page 7 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor, 

trusting in the promise of forgiveness. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Almighty God,  

we have been wandering in the wilderness of sin. 

We have complained in the face of your mercy. 

We have been selfish and conceited in the face of your sacrifice. 

We have not done your will. 

Teach us humility. 

Teach us gratitude. 

Infuse your spirit into our beings so that we might be reconciled to you. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: People of God, our sins are forgiven. 

The Lord is loving, and we are reconciled to God.  

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: O God, fill us with your Spirit and humble our hearts so that we can hear your Word. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE   Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 

as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 

but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING   Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

ANTHEM  “Adagio for Clarinet” — Carl Baermann   

  Barry Wilhjelm, clarinet; Rebecca Lentine, piano 
   

SERMON  “Kenosis” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (page 8 below) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE ST. MICHAEL’S (Hymn tune) Quint Lerch 
 

 

 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
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MANY THANKS to Quint Lerch for sharing his musical talents this week. Mark Cole returns next week. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS – This morning’s Children’s Greeting takes a moment to recognize 

fall’s shift into school and perhaps more challenging work schedules. You are invited to bring your 

backpack, briefcase, toolkit, diaper bag lunchbox, purse, suitcase, portfolio, or whatever carry-all 

represents your work in the world with you to worship to be blessed as a symbol of the ways God blesses 

our industriousness. In addition, we bless the backpacks collected this year for Camden Community Center 

and St. Wilfrid’s and especially the recipients who are venturing back into whatever school looks like this 

year. Thank you all for your contributions and a special thank you to the Presbyterian Preschool for their 

perennial support of this effort. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 27: 
 

Prelude – “Recollection” by Richard Lloyd 
 

Meditation on “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken,” also called “Zion, or the City of God,” is an 18th-century English 

hymn written by John Newton, the former slave trader. After his conversion to Christianity, Newton also 

wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace.” This hymn is most often set to the tune of Joseph Haydn’s “Gott erhalte 

Franz den Kaiser” (referred to in hymnals as AUSTRIA). Newton and his neighbor William Cowper produced 

one of history’s most famous books – The Olney Hymns, first published in 1779 which included this hymn.  
 

Anthem – “Prelude” from Cello Suite No. 2 in D minor, J. S. Bach 

This piece was originally thought to be composed by Richard Wagner (1813–1883) but is now known to 

have been composed by Carl Baermann (1810–1885). This work is actually the 2nd movement of the Third 

Clarinet Quintet, Op. 23. This morning, we welcome Barry Wilhjelm and Rebecca Lentine as they give their 

rendition of this piece.   
 

Meditation on “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

Walter Chalmers Smith wrote “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” based on 1 Timothy 1:17, “Now unto 

the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen,” and 

published it in his Hymns of Christ and the Christian Life in 1867. After a paraphrase of the verse in the first 

stanza Smith elaborated on the themes of light, immortality, glory and the eternal God as the Giver of life. 
 

WORLD COMMUNION AND PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING NEXT WEEK – On 

October 4, Christians around the world will celebrate Communion “together” in their own languages and 

time zones and with their own rituals as members of the one family of God. Bring your own elements to 

online worship to share in the celebration. In recognition of this day, Presbyterians collect the special Peace 

and Global Witness offering to further the church’s missions locally and around the world. See insert below. 

As with all gifts to the church (including this month’s Deacons offering), you may give online or drop 

donations off after church. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continues in the church parking lot each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, COVID STYLE – As the official Sunday School year starts, Gabrielle Heimerling and 

her Sunday School teachers will be connecting with you through Virtual Sunday School. Please complete the 

following Sunday School registration form so we can make sure we can send you our Sunday School lesson 

and activities. The link for Sunday School Registration is https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6. Also, 

please check out the Children’s Ministry page of the website to find additional information about Sunday 

School and Confirmation Class (now planned for 2021): http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children 
 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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OUR MUSIC PROGRAM HAS BEGUN! Find information about how all the choirs will operate this fall 

on the church website. Contact Peter Leibensperger for information. All children must be registered to 

participate. You may do so here: FPC Music Program Registration. 
 

REPORT OF THE OPEN DOOR CLINIC AT ST WILFRID’S SEPTEMBER 21 

Saturday was a beautiful fall day in East Camden; fall had arrived the previous night. One of the people we 

serve came to us to donate a “baby chair” if we would go down the block to retrieve it. The “baby chair” 

was actually a painted wooden rocking chair, about 45 pounds, with a seat cushion. We find a home for 

everything at the Open Door Clinic. As fate would have it, a very pregnant lady about to receive a grocery 

bag was noted and offered the rocking chair. The real fun began when she immediately went into labor as 

the rocking chair was being put into her car. The scrambling began, looking for some rope or twine to tie the 

chair into the car, and tie the hatch shut. The chair, mostly secured, and the mother were off to the hospital 

for the delivery of her baby. No matter what one thinks, this baby would be born in the Camden, New 

Jersey, a United States citizen. And when you read this, hopefully the mother is rocking her baby in her 

rocking chair. It’s amazing what we find a home for, it was a beautiful fall day Saturday in East Camden. 

One of our Volunteers Has Purchased A Frost-free Freezer for the Clinic: We are truly grateful for 

this volunteer, for his generous use of his time and treasure providing the clinic with a new freezer; thank 

you.  It is a wonderful gift. 

Can you help? One of our patrons asked for a small heater. We know others will need them as too often 

the only heat comes from the oven! 

Food Bank Pickup:  Please coordinate with Rose Guthrie... intrepidrose@hotmail.com if you can assist 

picking up food at the Foodbank, or pack at St Wilfrid’s Friday mornings. 

Matching Grant: We have a donor who wishes to remain anonymous who will match up to $1000.00 in 

total donations in the first three weeks in October. We will provide additional details nearer October. 

NEEDS: Paper grocery bags to line plastic grocery bags to hold 20+pounds of groceries and plastic 

newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. We still need 15 oz size peanut butter, tuna, canned fruit and 

vegetables, pasta, sauce, rice, dried beans, feminine hygiene pads, adult diapers – medium and large, kid’s 

diapers – all sizes, gift cards for Shoprite or Aldi's. Donations may be dropped off at FPC on Sundays 

during the drive-thru time from 11am-12pm. Or weekdays in the bin behind Grace Episcopal Church. 

This week marks the 27th straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed 

food during the pandemic; 100 bags, 2,185 total. 

Questions?  Want to help?  Call Jill Mascena (856-428-7342) www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND DONATIONS continues in the church parking lot each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

PW MEMBERS: The 2020-2021 Yearbooks have been completed. They will be distributed TODAY, 

September 27, during the after-worship drive-through from 11-12. Circle members may pick up their copies 

at this time. 
 

YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – Are you still using paper envelopes for 

your offering? Would you be willing to give them up to save the church some money? Alternatives 

are giving online, using no envelope, or using your own envelopes. We promise to remind you when it 

is time for special offerings such as Deacons, Per Capita, Peace Offering, and One Great Hour of 

Sharing. To give the online giving system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-

/give/now. Email any questions to Kris Bean, kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

 

 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry
mailto:pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX2GJh9PTT3wOCIyvvmgMouf0C1MLbIiuvvpl_tG62_DK1bg/viewform
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
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SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Thank you to all who have done your part to reimburse the church for the 

Per Capita payment paid to Presbytery every year. Per Capita is the church’s contribution to the larger 

denomination, the source of many resources that guide mission and programs year in and year out. We ask 

each confirmed member to take on $37 of the overall cost. If you haven’t yet paid for 2020, now is the time. 
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY FALL SCHEDULE – The Porch Study will meet October 7 and 21 and 

November 11 to study Max Lucado’s Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and prayer. You 

don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If you would 

like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS TAKE A BREAK – There will be no Courtyard Conversation this 

week, September 29. Nikki will host the Conversation on Tuesday, October 6, from 9 to 11. After that, Nikki 

and Doug will host each Tuesday from 9 to 11, outside the church, under a canopy, waiting to greet anyone 

who would like a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer. Please make a reservation! To book your 30-

minute time slot between now and November 15, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or 

by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! In recognition of Indigenous People’s Day (Columbus Day), we 

invite you to a congregational discussion on race as a launch to our Matthew 25 Church commitment. 

Hosted by the Justice and Advocacy Committee, this is a racism 101 discussion. We will discuss racism 

vocabulary, have time for breakout discussions, and learn more about the Matthew 25 commitment. It will 

be the first of ongoing weekly discussions, which will be held on Sunday mornings from 9-10. We invite 

you to come with open hearts and minds, recognizing that we aren’t used to speaking about race…while 

equally recognizing the vital importance of learning how to do so. Monday, October 12, 7-8:30 p.m. – 

come step into brave space with us! 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format 

is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, September 29, the focus is on Matthew 

21:33-46. Here’s the Zoom link.  
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions now take place on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. Here is 

the link. Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion!  
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the 

Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: Matthew 21:33-46 – “Listen to another parable. There 

was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he 

sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the 

same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw 

the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they 

seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 

what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, 

“Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 

taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on 

this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and 

the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 

but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

 

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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